The Elective Course of English for Senior Two

Family Album U.S.A

Episode 11 “ A Place of Our Own”

Act I

New words & phrases:

a. mother-in-law: the mother of a person’s wife or husband.

b. at this point: at this time.

c. pregnant: a woman having an unborn child in the body.

d. alike: similar.

e. stubborn: refusing to change a belief or condition;

f. real-estate agent: the part of a newspaper that lists homes for sale.

g. mortgage: An agreement to have money lent so as to buy a house, with the house belonging to the lender until the money is repaid. Usually the payback period is about fifteen to thirty years

h. gorgeous: very beautiful.

Watching comprehension:

1. This story is mainly about __________.

a. how Philip and Ellen got their house.

b. Marilyn is going to give a birth to a baby 

c. Marilyn and Richard want to get a house of their own.

2. According to the story , ___________ is a little stubborn.

a. Robbie          b. Philip          c. Richard

3. In order to get the house of their own, Marilyn and Richard should ___________.

a. look in the real-estate section of Sunday’s Times

b. have a talk with the real-estate agent

c. get a mortgage from a bank

Ex. Get the suggestions that Ellen gives to Marilyn:

     _____ 1. Look at some house.                      ______ 2. Go to a bank.

     _____ 3. Save more money.                         ______4. Call a real-estate agent.

     ______5. Find better jobs.                            ______ 6. Do not rush to buy a house.

     ______7. Look in the newspaper.                ______8. Move far from the city.

Act II

New words & phrases:

a. avenue: a road or a way between two rows of trees, especially one that leads to a house.

b. blond: light colored.

c. you are is expecting a baby: You are pregnant.

d. salary: fixed regular pay each month, year, or sometimes each week.

e. financial: connected with money.

f. ranch: a house with one story.

g. basement: the part of the house below the ground, under the first story.

h. architecture: the style or manner of building.

i. bargain: something can be bought with less money, a real buy.

j. sheets: pieces of paper.

Watching comprehension:

1. Virginia, the real-estate agent, suggests Richard and Marilyn buy a house in Mount Kisco                   because________  .

a. the house in Riverdale is too high for them.

b. the landscape there is beautiful.

c. the house there is better than the house in Riverdale.

2. In Virginia’s opinion,  to buy the house __________is  a good investment.

a. of a ranch with two bedrooms

b. with two bedrooms, two-bath houses and a full basement

c. of Spanish-style architecture which has three bedrooms , three baths, a brand new kitchen ,a living room with a twelve-foot ceiling and a two-car garage.

Ex. Tell the following statements are true or false according to what you see in the tape:

1. The first house that Philip and Ellen bought was on the spring Avenue.

2. Richard is not sure if they can afford a house in Riverdale.

3. Robbie was born I the house on Linden Street.

4. Richard and Marilyn need a house immediately for their coming baby.

5. Richard and Marilyn have no interest in the house in Mount Kisco.

Act III

New words and Phrases:

a. loan officer: the officer of the bank who is in charge of the loaning affair ( lend money to the public)

b. likewise: to feel the same way.

c. refinancing: getting a new mortgage.

d. freelance: working for oneself

e. tax form: the form about one’s tax information.

f. property: something you own, such as land or a house.

g. stock:股票
h. bond:债券
i. collateral: the property that a lender can take from you if you can’t pay back a loan.

j. guarantor: someone who agrees to pay back your loan if you can’t pay it.

k. in no great rush: in no hurry

l.  purchase: something you buy.

Watching comprehension:

1. From the story we can conduct that if you want to get a mortgage, you should _________.

a. offer the collateral, such as your old house, stocks, bonds or any other property. 

b. bring your financial information like your saving or salary information

c. show your last year’s tax form.

d. get a guarantor for you.

2. After hearing the words of the loan officer, Richard may think that to get the mortgage is _______.

a. easy           b. a little difficult             c. very hard

3. In Ellen’s idea, Richard should _________.

a. ask Philip as their guarantor

b. settle the whole thing alone

c. work much harder to get more money 

Ex. Tell the following statements are true or false according to what they see in this tape:

1. Philip Stewart is a customer of this bank.

2. Philip got his mortgage at this bank.

3. Richard isn’t old enough for a loan.

4. Richard and Marilyn brought financial documents

5. Richard used to own some stock, but he sold it.

6. Richard and Marilyn can’t get a mortgage by themselves.

